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Criminal Justice Research Methods
[bookmark: _GoBack] Kevin might have come to believe that crime rates are increasing because of personal human inquiry. Personal human inquiry makes one think they can predict what will happen in the future based on what they observe around them using probabilistic reasoning (Maxfield & Babbie, 2015). In that, Kevin believes that any criminal activity conducted presently might affect the rate of crime in the future hence his conclusions. He also might have believed that crime rates are increasing based on what a friend told him instead of finding out the information on his own. The two reasons why Kevin believes that crime rates are increasing is because of tradition and authority. 
Tradition is based on what everybody knows since it is embedded in culture and how the world works (Maxfield & Babbie, 2015). In this case, Kevin believes that crime rates have been increasing simply because he found people saying that, and he believed their narrative without questioning the source of that knowledge. Since he accepted what everybody knows, Kevin did not see the need to research whether crime rates in the U.S have decreased or escalated in the past decades. Authority may lead an individual to start from the wrong point or direction because it is easy to believe in an authoritative figure's statements, especially those who are experts in particular practices (Maxfield & Babbie, 2015). For instance, if a criminal justice researcher reports that crime rates have increased, it is easy to believe them even though there was an error in the research because of their expertise. Personal inquiry can also be hindered when one depends on the authority of experts outside their practice. It is dangerous to rely on personal human inquiry because it creates biases and inaccuracy since one believes in what they see or hear rather than statistics. Scientific research provides accurate information since the conclusion is based on a thorough study of the situation. Scientific evidence makes sense and has empirical and logical support by agreeing with actual observations. Compared to the personal human inquiry which relies on the general understanding of what crime is, scientific research in criminal justice explains the association of situations like police patrols and crime levels in an area through exploratory study to come up with a conclusive understanding (Maxfield & Babbie, 2015). This is because what scientists want to discover is not based on personal experience, preferably on the findings.
In the personal human inquiry, errors negatively affect society because of overgeneralizing, selective observation, inaccurate observation, and illogical reasoning. Overgeneralization error results in inconclusive findings that are made based on a few observations of similar events (Maxfield & Babbie, 2015). This error affects society negatively because the results are misinterpreted since the actual problem is not solved. For instance, if ten people living in a specific area say that robbery is the most committed crime in their neighborhood and ignore the real reasons that might cause it. Selective observation is brought about by overgeneralization (Maxfield & Babbie, 2015). It affects society negatively because one can make a judgment based on what they believe in and hear and ignore other ideas that do not fit their observation. For instance, it is easy to assume that African American males are highly likely to commit crime even when that is not true. This leads to wrongful incarcerations based on race. Inaccurate observation occurs when one fails to observe what is happening around them accurately. In society, this error happens most of the time, especially in eyewitnesses' testimonies. This error may affect a case and lead to wrongful incarceration since the real criminal will continue harming people. Illogical reasoning occurs when one makes conclusions that do not make sense and are not based on scientific studies. This error affects society if authoritative figures come up with solutions that do not make sense to curb crime.
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